
VERDUN BATTLE

WON INQUICK DASH

Pounded for Three l)y by
l'rciicli Guiih, Germans Mad

Xo Spirit Left.

100,000 51 KX IX CHAltGK

Gpii. Miiiiffln Directed Actual;
.ionium vim iiu

Xlvclle.

"Hi

I'.ir.m. Dee. 16. The .French plan of
attnrk In (lie Verdun offensive of yes,,
tcrdny wan drawn up-- by Clen. Nlvelle,
now the ..Commander-in-Chie- f, with the
runourresice of Utn. retain, who at the
tint" 111 Mjpcrlor oftleer. The k

(..lull proper nan left to Oon. M.mzln.
It wn nude by lite tltvlflom, or close to
100.000 mm. under command of Mich
leader. ns Ocn. tie and Ueu.
du ravage.

The front which the- French Infantry
d held nlnee the reenpture- - of Douau-mo- nt

nnd Vaux run Hums The tout hern
rdope of 1'epiier lllll Cote ilu I'olvrc),
eat of tin-- Meuse, between limit und
Vnrlicrituvlllc; Itatidromont wood.
ihomutt quarried, the region north of
t!ie vlll.ige, Kort Iouatimont, the qunr-rir- -i

northeast fn Kort Douaninonl, the
ini.ill wood southenst of Kort Douau-tnnii- t,

Iljrdaumout wood, the vllluge of
Vaux and the fort of Vaux.

Gam llaar far 70 Hoar.
Fclilnd that line Oen. Nlvelle had

groups of powerful batteries,
which for seventy houra before the at-
tack hammered the Herman positions,
pirtlcularly those on Tepper Hill and at
Hardaumont and Bezonvnux. '

From the positions occupied by the
French It may lie seen that they were
Installed on a oerlcs of liclilits, some
dominating tht Cerman position, but
others under the direct tjre or the enemy.
To Improve and streiifrt'heu their line It
nas tiecessary to wrest from their ad-ter- m

ry the famous l'epper lllll, Ixu?c-l.ien- t.

the crest of lllll 371, which com-
mands Foeses wood. a Bauche und
Hassouto wood, north of ItnunumontFort, as well an the Important works at
Ilardamont, west of Douaumont and
north of Vaux. and If powlble the vll-la-

of Bezonvaux. most of the houses
of which nro In the Woevre. The church
of this village la on the southern s'.opes
of lllll upon the other side of which1'ej tho village of Ornes. one of the first
tonus r.irrled. by thcOermin at the

of their victorious advance.
l Division Adraor.

Pronvitly nt 10 A. M. the flte nttack.Inc divisions, each of which covered a
ironi oi one nnd mile,

behind the creen lire of gut ofsll callhres. They dashed Into the Cler-mn- n
trriiihey. The i

the-- e pisltloni. surprlacd by the nud-Jen-

iin-- of the attack, offered comparatively ,

In the lllngi. of Vncherainllle. where
t ie lleinuiw had Inslnlletl n large quail-th- y

! machine sunn, the struggle washarp but hoit. .More, to thn east the
rrench foriiiallnns chatted the elope ofI'e.iper lllll. carrying all before them.
. they riwhed tn thn atlaek the -- iildlerx
rheerril und from time to time tho Mar.
tfllUlse. roared by the strong lliroatcd
ldhis. couUI Ijo heard nove the chorua
cf the ennuon.

With Viicherauvllle and Pepper llllllot It heenme evident to the Germans
lhat re.ltunee wouH U- - futile and thev
tetlre.l In f.,,y KOO nr(I).r ,)n ,!e

arlierniiVille-lte.tuino- nt road, however.
French troop suddenly nppearrd In thetejr of t!ie (lermann. The French had
crept uIoiir a small ravine running fromTepper lllll to this road.

iernian Trepa Holr.
On i.ee!ii iIia ijVa..i. u .

felted, thmwlmr away rllles, Uiiuinick i
and piinlun. From tho top .if the hill'

,.- - rreur.i cnuio ec t.'iem r4Mtilrijc. nnd
I'I IIIpk win, joy .laahed after them.
Hair 4ii hour Liter the French reachedfie cxticmlty, of the Ixiuvemont crest,

I"c to the lbKe of the same name.
Tieic they Joined hand with the forma-
tions which hn-- ntnrted from Haudro--!mont wood and had progressed almost!
e rapidly alor; the eastern side of!
1'M'P- -r lllll and the
rojJ. I.ouvemont was stormed out of
and nmTa Luge contingent of prison-- 1

ets was rounded up. Hy t!il time the1
tennans were surrendering freely nilalong the linn ami the communication

trendies were choked with orlhonera ffo-Ii-

to tho i ear.
I.'att of I.ouvcmo'nt nnndier dlvlrlon

reaehed thn Louvcmont-Azauna- a road.
P"Utli of tho angle formed by this load

t the milhcat.tern horn of Foji-- wooda harp tussle took place for pose.ilon
of JHH 3TJ, but here again the fieiniani
went down before the vigorous efforts of
their assailants, abandoning the round
and leaving many dead and several bun-
dled pilsonerH. The advance swept on
ow-- r lllll 372 as far as Chuinbrettoi
farm, at the tlier edge of Fosses ood,
and carried It.

Advance la Ilapld,
Northeast of Uouaumont the advance of

the French troops was equally rapid. The!
"nods of I.a llauclie and Haasoule and
the llarduumont position were carried
ruiveNhlvely. Ilanlaumoiit work, com-
pletely by shell lire, could
Kite no siipixnt to the German forma-
tions, which fell back upon it In dtsor-tie- r.

All the woods north of the work
wiie occupied hy tho Fiench. who
piifhe, on as far as the village of Uczon-vau-

i:erywhcre the French had shown
Plfiidhl spirit. Nothing could stop

them. Nothing went wrong to interfere
with the plans of the commanders. Hy
It uVIikI: twenty guns had fallen Into
thn ImriiN of the. French ; by noon foity
f hi , hy ,1 o'clock seventy-fiv- e had been
lounted, e.veluslve of thoso destroyed.

I)rsrn' I'nplureil Umia.
II. ivlng accomplished the task act Mr

him. Ceneral Mangln, profiting by the
d niganlzatlnn of the Herman lanka
cauei by tho abrupt attack, emit out
'M'lorlng partle everywhere ulth In- -

truriiuns to destroy as many guns its
l'sslblu and come back to the newly co.i-''i"i- e,

lines when their work was deno.
Tlie irnutlng partle'' ueted piomptly
ami accoinpllshed ini'ch, They put out
oi union most of the guns north of
v .i. Iieuuvllln ami Ixjuremont and In
I and Caurleiea woods.

The French front now follows a lire
i mining from the north of Varherauvlllo
slonr the Vacherauvllle-Vlllt-devunt-''ti.iiinio-

road to the extremity of the
l."iiemont crest, passer on the other

i of Uiuveniont alontt th4 frlngo ofl'i(. wood, then before Chainlnettes,
a d trussing Caurleres wood, itoea to
' north of Hetouvaux. Hn-Jt- h of this

dlaitu and as far s,Vaux the new line
''loa approximately the Hezonvnu::-- l
'.'iikiiip road.
The roslllon recaplnrtd )'calctU;

"iic m. i on neiuuarr a.--

FORCING THE BDZED

2,000 More IliiiuaiiiniiH Are
Captured as Teutons Push

On Through Wnllnchln.

RUSSIANS, FALL BACK

Hiilcrnr, Turks nml Germans
in Closi! Pursuit of Czar's

Forces in Dobiutljn.

Lonmk, Dec. It. The Ocrmnn and
Auttro-llungarla- n armies arc continuing
their sweep through Wallachla. A state-
ment by tlte-W- Ofllco In Merlin to the
effect that the Hitatti Pilver sector has
been foiced Is taken hi mean that the
Teutons are rroylng that stream, along
the line of whh It was expected l'.ie
Humanlan would make a stand.

An official statement Issued In SotU
announces that vanguards of the troops
whlcli had crossed the Danube near
Klllstrla (1(1 miles southeast of

Turtutial and fernavoda. have
vrosaed the ltucharcst;Futtstlt railway,
which stretches almost due eas't from the
Ilumsnlnti capital, and with extensions,
renehei the niaclf 8ea.

A stubborn right li In ppr.res near
Ohm. on the Hereth. In Moldavia. Mouth
of Fie I'jiiiI Vnlley the tleriu.ili",

to the llerlln n ciji t. recaptured
a height tilth-I- t had been fikcu by the
Ituislan?.

Itlnn Mhell Itallchlk.
llusflan ships have olielleil Itallchlk,

041 the Black Hea, In Bulgaria, an Im-
portant sodrce of food supply for the
Bulgarian at my. Ilaltchlk Is tueuty-thre- e

miles northeaest of N'arna and Is
near the ruins of Toml, the place of
Ovld'a exile.

A Hulgarlan War Office leport dated
ThUfaday says:

The vanguards of the troops who
crossed the Danube near Turtukal,
flllistrla and Oemavnda have crossed
the Biwharest-Fites- tl railway.

Ilustlan ships have shelled Ilaltchlk,
on the Black Sea const of Dobrudja.
Four Inhabitants were killed and htc
wounded.

To-da- statement Issued by Army
Headquarters in Berlin was us follows:

Kastcrn front : West of I.utsk.
after a successful mine explosion.
Austro llungarlnn troops Issueil
forth, damaged hostile trenches and
returned, after further work of

with booty and a number
of prisoners.

Front of Archduke Joseph: Kouth
of the t.'ml Valley, Itusslali attacks,
twice repeat;i1, were halted by our ar-
tillery fire.

.Ninth Armjr Advances.
Army group of Field Marshal von

Mackeusen: The left wing of tho
Ninth army. In Indefatigable- engage-
ments, has reached the road from
Ituieu to Itlmisoul. The Iluteu Itiver
sector, east of Buzeti, lias been forced
by fighting. An additional 2,000 pris-
oners have been brought In. ,

In Dohrudja tho Ilusslans gave up
moot of their southern positions.
Itutgarlan. Turkish and German
troops, in rapid pursuit, have crossed
the line of a.

The Austro-lliingarla- n statement of
yesterday follows:

In the eastern war theatre, west
and northwest of Ocna, a stubborn
combat continues.

North of Fzul Valley, In a counter
nttack, rrc captured a height which
had been taken temporarily by the
Ilusslans.

North of the Osobanes Valley the
adversary obtained a lornl advantage.
In the wooded farpathlanx the Bus-n- l

.in attacks diminished.
Austro llungarlnn detachments

gained a footing in the trenches of
the ItilHHian outpost on a yard
front near Konluhy( south of Zborow.

The Itnaalan lie port.
The Itusslan War Ofllce Issued this

htntement
On tho Moldavian frontier the ene-

my's advance in tho Oltuz Valley was
repulsed.

With a view to the destruction of
mills supplying the Bulgarian army
with flour, our vessels successfully
bombarded the port of Ilaltchlk
Wednesday. We were bombarded by
bliore batteries und attacked by sea-
planes and a submarine without result
front the enemy.

In the region east of the village of
Konlukttt the struggle continued yes-ten-

V until 7 o'rlocb In the evening
for the possession of trenches of ono
of our ambuscades which was occu-
pied hy the Germans. The trench
changed hands four times. The re-

sult was that the southern portion
was left In the. hands of the enemy.
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In Ever-Increasi- ng

Numbers They Enter

for Dinner
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t'oiirlniirfl from first Pave.

sued earlier In the day. reported that the
four French divisions engaged In yester-
day's attacks took as prisoners soldiers
belonging tn every regiment of tho five
German divisions.

nersnan Fall tn Counter.
The French statement was as follows:

On tho right bank of the Itiver
Me use the enemy has undertaken no
rounter attack. During the u'ght.
however, the bombardment waH fairly
tplrlted along tho wholo length of our
new front.

It has been confirmed that four
French divisions which yesterday con-
duct til the attack between the Itiver
Meuse nnd the Woevre district were
victorious over nt least flie German
division.-- . All the regiments of thesii
Herman divisions took part In the
fighting nnd prisoners from lach one
of them are now In our hands.

In the region of t'havoncourt a sur-
prise attack resulted In our bringing
back prisoners.

Fvcryivhere else on the front the
Bnlght passed quietly.

BATTLE IS
(iermans Desperate Defence nt

Vrrdan Yramliletl t niter Attack.
From a Staff t'nrretpomlfnl Hit .tinKhttnt

I'rr..
IV.rtT.r. Ilit.t.. Vctilun Front, Deo. IT.

fvln Chantllly, De-1- . 16). A short, sharp
battle brought tu Ihe French y their
Hill il smashing victory within n period
of two months In Hie vicinity of Verdun,
livery objectlie point of the French com-
manders wns obtained with chrontuucti in-

accuracy.
Although the Germans offered a des-

perate defence, the nttack was eo pow-

erful there was no withstanding It, with
the result that the Germans were pushed
back along the lino by the French, who
only ceased on orders when the ob-

jectives, had been gained.
Thousands of German prisoners poured

Into the French lines during the
day. Including !0Q officers, rind large
gioups are stilt arrlilng. The total
count already Is 7.500. (Tho latest
French olllcial statement saa the num-
ber of prisoners exceeds S.000.) One
dlilslon alone captured over 1,200 Ger-
mans nlthln an hour. More than eighty
large and small German eannon were
captured or destroyed and many others
arc knonn to lie burled.

Fnur Villages In French Hands.
The villages of Viicherauvllle. l.ouie-mou- t

and Besonvnux und llarduumont
Wood are now In French hand". The
front over which the offensive wns exe-
cuted was ten kilometers long. When
the fighting ceased owing to tho dark-
ness the French advance bad exceeded
an average of three kilometers along the
whole front, at various imlnts rushing
further out and threatening the German
batteries. whos retreat was hindered by
the bad condition of the giound.

The battle began at ll o'clock In the
tnnrtilng with the left Haul; on Fort
Vaux. Tho corretimndcnt of Ihe Asso-
ciated I'icni watched the rngagenu nt
from a dominating height. An tho chuich
elo.-- struck the hour every French imi
opened a storm of steel, plat-in- s every
shot immediately behind the German
front line. Meanwhile the French In-

fantry made one of its clmr.irtorltk-dashe-

and reached tho village pf e,

where, utilizing the new
method of attack, they drove
the Germans from hoiu-- to house until
the village win entirely In thfir hands,

Attack 'llelhmnnn's llotrl."
Advancing beyond the vllkicc, the

French attacked a German treneli known
as "Bethmnnn's Bowl," which w,i
pierced after n hard light and Its occu-
pants made prisoners. Then up the
slopes of l'epper lllll the infantrymen
could be seen making methodical
progress, until nt exactly an hour from
the start the twin rteets of this height
hail been Mtrpt clear of Geimans, and
the rockets announced the weic
established there.

Gen. .Mangln was acaln the principal
organizer of the lclory. In which

Ids ovn example at I inuituiuout
nnd Fort Vaux by delivering Irresistible
blown at the point in tho Geriinn
lines and huminrilng until his opponents
were forced to give ground. Gen.
Nlvelle and IVtaln wnlclied the

In which only four Frcmh
divisions participated, although It I"
known thn Germans had llvo divisions
engaged, flout regiment of which
prisoner were taken.

It Is reported without confirmation
that everal of the German dlvis'oni
which took p.tu in Hie lighting nor hur-
ried front l tiim.i ul.i to rejoin the Crown
Prince's army nnd that they ive-- u auving
thoso sufffiliig defeat.

The French losses diiiit'g tho attack
wete unbelievably slight Th.i German
artillery seemed to fire at in dim, piob-abl- y

disorganized by the nbs n, t. of Gi r- -

II ililll SI J . UllllV'i I,

Unequalled in popularity for Dinner.
Churchill's stertdily attracts ft greater
and greater clientele And, hut
natural '

To enjoy Dinner here in an atmos-
phere noted for its distinctive com-
bination of gayety and refinement, is

to derive so mucli greater pleasure
than jpossiblo elsewhere, CliurrhiU's is
nightly thronged with delighted guests.

Also held in high favor for its Special
Luncheon at 72c, served in Ballroom,
with Dancing, and for its Afternoon
Tea Danett.

"More Than ?efanrflnf

A Broadway Institution"
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FRENCH HOLD GREAT

GAIN VERDUN

DESCRIBED.

Infantry
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man airmen, who were kept In com-tlct- c

subjection by the French aviators.
The Importance of the victory Is con-

sidered by thn French commanders enor-
mous, as It compels the (leimans to
move back artillery which heretofore
had annoyed the French supply depots
nnd works on the other side of the
Meuse nnd also lays open the flanks of
their position In Mort Homme.

Thltty (Jcrman deserters, who came
In before the battle began, testify that
the Frown I'rlncc's army had knowl-iilu- e

that an uttack waa about to he
made and were confident that they could
hold the ground, which during their nine
months of occupation they had strongly
oiganlzcd. They nssert that more Ger-
mans were desirous of deserting, hut
that the strictest precautions which Ivtd
been taken nnd the nature of the ground
prevented them front doing so.

BRITISH GUNNPRS BUSY.
Iloiithnriletl ('rrninu Trenrhea at

Tito Points In West.
l.osiMjN. Dec. 14. The bombardment

by British troops of German trenches

ft
i r 1 i n mt inm
fcsyaaaaaaaJL aTTWjV

Stein-wa- Whet'

north of Hultuch nnd east of Neuve
Chapelle wan announced nt army head
quarters in Franco Tne state-
ment

A small party of the enemy who last
night approached trenches north of
Hill 60 In tho Ypres salient in nil en-

deavor to bomb them was caught by
our aitlllery barrage and no attempt
was made to enter trenches.

There was some artillery activity
during the night north of the Ancre
and north of Ypres.

To-da- y we carried out a bombard-
ment of the enemy's trenches north of
Hulluch and east of Neuve Chapelle.

BERLIN ADMITS DEFEAT.
Nnrreaa of French Attack at Ver-

dun la Kxplalaed.
llF.in.tN, Dec, 14. A renewal of In-

fantry fighting In the Verdun region Is
reiorted In 's official German
statement, Tho success of the French
troops In esterday's drive Is admitted
without qualification.

The statement follows:
In the Homme sector there has

nn artillery duel of violence at times.
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The Aeolian Company
JEOIMJsfHALL
in BROOKLYN
II Tlatbush (Ave.

What will your Christmas
giving mean in terms of

life and character?

tHERE are thousand
oi erious minded
people, folk of intel--
lect and viiion, who

1

IZa

leeking to make
their gift thi Chriit-m- u

at least their
greatest gift lomething more than mere
parcel! of icntiment.

Yet. whether there ia much or little
to fpend, gift that are only bit of
luxury are in auch tempting profusion

to eaay to boy and gift that carry
a permanent, wholeaome influence, that
are truly broademiag, that embody fiaa
entiment and the power to create nets

happiness, are 0 rare, coat to much in
energy to find. Too often the March
is relinquished thort of the attainment

ita end.

On Christmas there will he many
hundred who will wish they had
thought of music and wonder why
they didn't. And there will be thou-
sands more who will enjoy their finest
Christmas because they discovered
music and found a way to give a gift

broader, happier life.

Mutic the unfamiliar art
Few there are who know music in-

timately as they may know literature
and many other fine arts. And few
there are also who have not an innate
love for music a power to appreciate
and enjoy it.

Music has been until now the inac-

cessible art. An art freely available
only to those of musical talent and
skilled in the technique of playing. But
thi is no longer true. Those who have
kept closed and curtained that cham-
ber of the mind where reside the mu-
sical sensibilities may now have music

all of music.

The wonder of the Pianola
Magic of talented musician's fingers
magnificent, glorious tone both

awake at your touch like some fairy-lor-e.

Sleeping Beauty at the caress of a
Prince Charming.

The skilled dexterity the keyboard
magic answering each turn of your
will, enables you to weave rich har-
monies of tone, to make such fine,
weet melodies sing forth as heretofore

were possible only to the highly learned
in music.

The Pianola grants the gift of mu--

Thtether models of the Pianola
art Sleek,

lock and famous Weber.
fVi'cw from $jjo

follows:

been

are

one

of

of

On the cost bank of the Meuse fight-
ing was revived y after culm
night.

Tho French on December IS suc-
ceeded on the northeast front of Ver-
dun in pushing us back from tho most
advanced positions Into tho second
prepared lino of Telou ridge, the
heights nor tit of Louvemnnt, Cham-brette- s

and south of Itczonvnux,
Violent artillery fighting occurred In

Belgium also yesterday, It Is announced.
According to tho statement, German
troops advanced to the second British
lino southeast of Klllebeko, forcing the
defenders to flee.

SINKS GREEK SHIP,

Three Other VcssrU Iteimrleil I.oat.
(Imp hy Mine.

London', Dec. 16. The sinking of the
6,000 ton Greek steamship Nnbtmlx by u
German subnnrllie Is leported In u
lavas despatch received In I'nrls from

Madrid. The crew embarked In sight of
the ship's boats, which were towed by
the siihmnrlne to a point near Ihe const

Lloyd's shipping ngency nnuounci--
that the British ship Naiad and the Nor

AEOLMJflMLL
mMANHATTAN
29 We42nd St.
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aicianship! It is a magnificent pianoforte
which everyone, skilled in music or not,
may learn to play. Not merely music,
but the wonderful joy of making music,
then, is the final tribute of this great
modern piano.

The Pianola is supreme
Like the diamond among other gems,

Jthe Pianola stands forth among all other
player-piano- s. The original instrument
of the player type, it is to this day
equalled by none of its scares of imita-
tors. Best it is proven by its dominating
popularity with a world-wi- de public.

When you choose the Pianola, upon
your choice falls no question. Artist and
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wegian steamer Brask, of 905 tons net, 1

tint-i- t tt.iAt, untilf 'Phn raw, hiVd ttnf.ll I

landed.
GlltitSTIANIA, Dec, 16, The Sw

steamer Vnla has been destroyed
mine nnd her crew landed, nccordlng to
the tcnpo(ei.

COMMERCE CLUB AT DANCE.

Clirlstniaa Ilntrrtitlutnpiit for 41)0

Brink Kmplii) res nint (insets.
A Christmas entertainment under the

nusplces of the Commerce Club of the
National Bank of Common-- was held
last night on the third floor of the bank
building.

About 400 employees and guests.
.lames H. Alexander, president of

the bank, uete present at the entertain-
ment. Dancing nnd imateur stunts of
i nrlotis sorts by local, talent made up
the programme.

The employees danced with great
chiefly because of the fact that

lust Thursday a bonus 'was announced of
lit tier cent, on salaries of $2,000 and
under nnd II per rent, on salaries be-

tween $1,000 and $4,000,

..., . ,.zywtsxsmm

At Unrestricted Public Sal
(Mon.), Tuesday

and Wednesday Afternoon
at 2:30.

The Arthur Blackborn
Collection

f' Old Veliela, Rrorade and Kntbroldorlea,rmv Antique i.ares, neauiirui fiia Fans,Antique Tatrle. Aitrlrnt Oak Paneling,a 'e rireet or olil furniture and a
tiros I'olul Carpet of the Queen

Alum rotlnit.
Ihe Sale Mill tie C'nndurted by

Mil. THOMAS i:. KlfttlY
and lila asltant, .Mr. Otto Bemet, or the
American Art Association. Manager
J, 4 and 0 Kast SUd Ht., Madbon Hq. Ha

aeouaHhall
in THE BRONX
367 Ea&lQgth St.

H Gift of BroaderHife

J
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layman alike recognize it as a great mu-
sical instrument the most wonderful
gift in the field of music.

Make an unhurried selection from
many fine instruments

In a quiet music room, well away
from the pushing crowds of holiday
shoppers, you may choose sanely and
deliberately the Pianola that will serve
you best.

You may exchange your present
piano or player for a liberal allowance

your first payment may be suited to
your convenience and the terms of pay-
ment of the balance arranged practically
as you desire. For example:

A first payment of $15 will secure immediate or Christmas delivery of

The STROUD
PIHDOHH ALL AEOLIAN

STORES OPEH
EVEHIHGS


